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New words: M\ al-9amal Work

1
ol g2t

Jial Jas
sUbl b
e
d.)ue

Saaas
b g
S

Essential vocabulary
khabir khubara’ expert )Li.- J.>.-U
shughl "ashghal work, job &jb
tabib atibba’ doctor ;.)Lx.‘,a u_;&a-p

gha’ib absent L;U:G
madani civil, urban _)}ﬁ\ﬁ
muhandis engineer )
muwazzaf employee S 9o 40
wakala agency g_,bj\.b) Zui.,bj

*)))Open 588.wav. Read, listen and repeat the Essential vocabulary.

ey
el e

J e
dwdin

SLEN Y

Reference vocabulary

batala unemployment )}’"T J.>-T
simsar samasir broker &7»5‘)) &Tﬁ‘)
magqbiil acceptable d )-EM
handasa engineering 42" % \ 27X

wakil wukala’ agent

s

*))>Open 589.wav. Read, listen and repeat the Reference vocabulary.

Personal pronouns

tajir tujjar trader
duwalr international
sa9b si9ab difficult
9alami world(wide)
ma 'miur public official
mashhir famous
mowyjiid available

wazifa waza’if job, post

‘ajr "wjiir wage

ratib rawatib salary
ma9qiil reasonable
mumarrid(a) nurse (m./f.)

wadih clear

2 In previous lessons we have encountered most of the personal pronouns (‘I', ‘you’, ‘he’ etc.) It may

be helpful to have them clearly set out, with one we haven't seen so far. Write them out:

» hiva

she, it (f. s.), they (ir'lan. pl., i.e. other than people)

\}’\ UT ‘ana | U§ U’;' nahnu we
< 3
- L] I .S. D £
w(; u; anta  you (m.s.) i 9\ ('-:" antum you (pl)
oot Sl anti you (£ s) (J
))’ $® huwa he,it(m.s.) r—ﬁ ﬁ hum they (an. pl.)
«®

These pronouns correspond exactly in identity and in use to the possessives given in 9/5.

Basic structures, 2: Equation

3 You probably didn’t realise that you can already write whole sentences in Arabic. Well, you can.

Read and write these ones:

‘d)}:/"r”
o i
J;,/.,,xﬁ,; s o

(S o

.

G fE ot

g fes 5o

ol ds

<))> Open 590.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

huwa mas ’iil. He is responsible.
(muhandis) He is an engineer.
(zamilu) His colleague is responsible.
His colleague is a doctor.

His colleague is an Egyptian journalist.
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60 ARABIC SCRIPT FOR YOU (© J. MACE)

It is as simple as that. Whereas in English we need a form of the verb ‘to be’ for such a sentence,
Arabic needs nothing beyond the two parts of the statement. These Arabic sentences are complete
and correct.

(English uses verbless structures also, but only in newspaper headlines and the like: ‘Dollar
Devalued’, ‘Farmers Furious’, ‘Chairman Dismissed’.)

We can call this structure an equation, because, as in a mathematical equation such as ¥ = 2’, both
parts (‘terms’) are regarded as equal to each other. The equation is the second of the three basic
structures which we study in this book. The first term of the equation is called the subject; the
second term, which identifies or describes the subject, is called the predicate. We can use any
pronoun or noun (including a relative or a participle) as subject, as long as it makes sense. Read

and write:
$ . g . .
.()/.;_/o U ~Jjj-'~" Ul ana mas’il. | am responsible.
v s Cg” . UJ fwr (P hiya mas’illa. She is responsible.
-5/)4&" N“/‘V/@ ~s)j-€-‘j~‘ 3»5\5 &> (mashhira) She is a famous writer.
*))) Open S91.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Equation rule: In a simple statement, Arabic does not use any verb form corresponding to the

English ‘am’, ‘is’, ‘are’. The verb is simply omitted.

You will notice that the predicate has to agree in gender (m./f.) and number (s./dual/pl.) with the
subject, if it can (e. g. if it is an adjective, participle or relative). We observe the inanimate plural rule

(9/4) where appropriate. Read and write, with an eye on the inanimate plural in the predicate:
v it ,Ja/"/b | e Al (sa9ba) The problem is difficult. (f. s.)
. M»"‘-/ Jé L= \-W JfL:\l\ The problems are difficult. (inan. pl.)
. 1&)37 < ‘-7&7{9 My 3-1-1)-)9 Ob—‘jﬁw (al-igtirahat) The proposals are long.
. Z{J}Sﬂ C} i Z\lgjlé w® (hiya) They (the proposals) are long.
<))>Open 592.wav. Read, listen a:md repeat. )

When either term of an equation has a masculine regular plural ending, that ending takes the form

o 9. -tin (not -in); a dual ending takes the form Ob... -an (not -ayn). Read and write:
. C))JJ;/Q CJ/‘I\/?{T‘L \ djjj}'w‘ d)—&%ﬁ—\\ The inspectors are responsible.
. C)\))fv/ Q)\"/\DQ \ .UYJ}M oLzl Both inspectors are responsible.

. C)//J/"/“C}; 089 s u-4 (masririn) We are pleased.
<))>Open 593.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

( )
Exercise 1 Make as many meaningful equations as possible, taking your subject from list (a)

and your predicate from list (b). The words must be used as they are; don’t change their form:
subjects: (a) JG'}L»A—S\ CO)—))J»IM cuw;)\ (s cLﬁb—\Jﬁ\

predicates: (b)" uj‘}-" LWU cz\j}—u&ﬂ Lj«ﬁu- c&jj«'ﬁ\.?-

Exercise 2 Translate into Arabic and read your answer aloud:

(a) The engineer is Lebanese. (b) They are ltalians. (c) The minister is absent.

(d) The doctor is German. (e) She is a foreign doctor.

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 5 below.
. J

We have said that the predicate must agree with the subject in gender and number if it can. Look
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LESSON 10 61

back at the equations quoted so far, especially the ones with a noun subject. Can you see any way
in which the predicate does not agree with the subject, although it theoretically could?
Here is a clue. Read and write this expression, which bears some resemblance to one of the

equations we have already written:
L.—IAQ) \ .JZ/AJH { w\ M\ al-mushkila s-sa9ba

*))) Open S94.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
You see the difference. What we have here is not an equation at all, but a description (Lesson 9): ‘the
difficult problem’. In a description the two terms, noun and adjective, agree in every possible way,
including being indefinite or definite. The equations we have studied so far have a definite first term
(the subject) but an indefinite second term (the predicate).
We can have equations with a definite predicate. But their subject is almost always a pronoun.

Read and write:
)\ u‘“‘;J‘S\ #®  (ar-ra’is) He is the chairman.
.;\j:-g-‘ ("A They are the experts.
*))) Open S95.wav. Read, listen and repeat

If the meaning of such an equation demands a noun as subject, we use the noun but we re-state the

subject with its corresponding pronoun. Read and write:
) \}D G \/._) ‘J""‘J;Jj\ B L;;\J’J\ The Iraqi (‘he’) is the chairman.
. 5;@\ rz d\)ﬁ/ 9‘)"-;'\ L;'D)u) My colleagues (‘they’) are the experts.
<))> Open 596.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
Adding the pronoun makes it impossible to read the expression as a description. It must be an

equation. But such equations are comparatively rare. Equations of the type we studied earlier in the

paragraph, with an indefinite predicate, are more common.

Equations with descriptions
4 Either term (subject or predicate) of an equation can itself be a description. As long as the
relationship between the two terms of the equation is respected, the equation is correct. Look back
at the fifth and eighth examples shown in paragraph 3 above:

.SJWR.;K@ -@Wg‘i’“”‘d?‘)
in which the predicate is a description. If the equation begins to look heavy or complicated, the
writer may loosen it up by adding the corresponding pronoun to the subject, showing clearly

which term is which. We can always do this, with every equation. Read and write:
J«ﬁb- S}J-U U».L’..@.U al-muhandis al-madant hadir.
/(Cp (o J"M | O/AA'/VL \' The civil engineer is present.
(e i pr gl sl
LI (R 5 F N s

<))>Open S97.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

}The Arab delegate (‘he’) is a civil engineer.

Active participle in the predicate
5 An indefinite active participle (8/1) in the predicate of an equation may often express an action.
Read and write:
. SJAULS\ L;i J-@LM LSL:AJ zamili musafir ’ila l-qahira.
. o/b Lﬂ \() ),} LA Ok:'/' My colleague is travelling to Cairo. (not ‘is a traveller to ...")
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62 ARABIC SCRIPT FOR YOU (© J. MACE)

LS;’;SJ "J&"-'\-‘ Lol ar lajna muntazira taqrivi.
}M Mg-‘ \ The committee is awaiting my report.

*))) Open S97a.wav. Read, llsten and repeat.
We can use an indefinite active participle in this way (‘am/is/are ...ing’) whenever the meaning

permits it.

-
Exercise 3 Read and translate these newspaper headings; then answer the questions:

(b) (© (d) (e)

Which ones are
equations and which are

descriptions? Which

equations (if any)

have a description as

one of their terms?

Bno g BB AR g | e

Exercise 4 Read aloud and translate:

j.lﬁ-\\.‘:rk)a\)\ (b) & same S| BN (g e A (@) 8 S s
() J"’J"" B

The answers to these exercises are given immediately below.

Answers to Exercises
l.w\)\ﬁﬁi‘ L'JL>-\J;§\ igtirahatna magbilla/wadiha. Our proposals are acceptable/
clear.
P )\:\5 go-) ® hiya magbiila/wadiha. They are acceptable/clear.
uﬁ\f\fﬁb- quJ-S\ ar-ra’is hadir/9iragi. The chairman is present/Iraqi.
d)fpb- dy}JwU al-mandiibiin hadiriin. The delegates are present.
63\)&\,#\9- 64:;.4_5\ as-suhufi hadir/9iraqi. The journalist is present/Iraqi.
2 (a) d uﬂv‘m-@-—U al-muhandis lubnant. (b) UJJU"—’J\ V—A hum ’ttaliyin.
(0) MLP J-’)jj‘ al-wazir gha’ib. (d) . du\ whj\ at-tabib ‘almani.
(e) ‘»-;-ga?-‘ 4-'-_3-'-)9 s® hiva tabiba "ajnabiya.
3 (a) al-mu tamar ad-duwalr maftith. The international conference is open. Equation with a
definite description as subject.
(b) wazifa hamma wa-sa9ba An important and difficult job. Not an equation but an indefinite
description.
(c) al-buniik mas’itla. The banks are responsible. Simple equation.
(d) al-wazir al-jadid marid. The new minister is ill. Equation with a definite description as subject.
(€) lubnan tajir 9alami. Lebanon is a world trader. Equation with an indefinite description as
predicate.
4 (a) at-tabib ’ingilizi. The doctor is British/English.
(b) al-igtirahat ma9qiila. The proposals are reasonable.
(c) huwa khabir fanni. He is a technical expert. (d) misr kabira. Egypt is big.

(e) igtirahna jadid. Our proposal is new.
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1 Read aloud and translate:

(a) Ao bl @) Bl (g bdl K5l (g L0 ol ol 5
)k 3 pall @) At 3yl

2 Put the words together in an equation, making any necessary changes. Read your answer aloud

and translate it:

@ -Fls ¢1 s> (Ul (b) g $058b e (0 Ly U e

(d) . sries Uﬁu Jj.‘.uccnp\j‘da_,}\

3 Fill in the missing letter. Read the word aloud and translate it:

@ Moy (b) Cibus (O Dakes () B (@) sl E

4 Write in Arabic, and read aloud:

(a) I am writing the letter to the ministry. (NB. two possibilities, m./f.)

(b) We are electing our new chairman now.

(c) The experts are sending their report by (‘with the’) e-mail.





